
Moses birth to burning bush 

Story 

 

Options to watch the story on YouTube or tell the story yourself. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oosM99f5KeQ stop after the burning 

bush. 

Or 

 Tell the story from your own children’s bible stopping after the burning bush. 

If you don’t have a children’s bible you can tell the story below 

DLTK's Bible Activities for Kids 
The Story of Baby Moses 

Children's Version 

Does everyone remember the story of Joseph and his coat of many 
colors?  This story takes place many, many years after Joseph - actually it 
happened about 200 years later! 

The people who were from the family of Joseph were called Israelites or 
Hebrews.  As it happens there were more and more Israelites than ever 
before.  The Israelites had children, and their children had children and 
soon there was too many to count. 

Most of the Israelites lived in Egypt where there were also a lot of people 
called Egyptians.  Too bad they couldn't all just see each other as the 
same.  But as you'll soon find out the Israelites and the Egyptians were 
treated very differently. 

Anyway, a new king who was called Pharaoh came into power in Egypt.  
He didn't like it that there were so many Israelites and he thought they 
would one day take over the land.  So he decided to make all the 
Israelites into slaves. 

He made them work from early in the morning till late at night doing 
very hard work.  Even if they were tired the Egyptians wouldn't give 
them a break, they would just make them work harder.  It was very bad. 

Pharaoh did all this and he still wasn't happy.  The Israelites were still 
growing in number so he decided to make a law.  If any boys were born 
to the Israelites he would have them killed. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oosM99f5KeQ


At this time there was an Israelite couple who were expecting to have a 
baby.  When they had a baby boy  (whose name would later be Moses) 
they decided to hide him because they wouldn't let anyone kill this 
beautiful, precious baby of theirs. 

They hid Moses for three months, but as he got older he didn't sleep as 
much and he cried louder than before.  So his parents did the only thing 
they could do, they made a strong basket (sort of like a mini baby boat) 
and put blankets around the baby and placed the basket in some tall grass 
in the Nile river. 

Baby Moses had a sister named Miriam, and she watched from a distance 
to see what would happen to her baby brother.  While she was watching 
she saw somebody coming, she realized it was Pharaoh's daughter and 
her servants.  They were dressed like they were famous, and she had seen 
her before and remembered what she looked like. 

Pharaoh's daughter had come for a swim.  While she was swimming she 
noticed a basket floating a little ways away in the tall grass.  So she asked 
one of her servants to go see what it was. 

The girl brought the basket over to her, and when Pharaoh's daughter 
opened it, the light startled Moses so he woke up and started to cry. The 
Pharaoh’s daughter had compassion on him. "What a sweet, beautiful 
little baby.  It must be one of the Israelite's,"  Pharaoh's daughter said to 
her servants. “ I think I will keep him and raise him as my son. 

Miriam had seen what had happened, and she hurried over and asked, 
"Would you like me to go find an Israelite woman to feed the baby for 
you?"   

"Yes, go and find someone who can nurse the baby."  she answered.  
Miriam ran as fast as she could and told her mother that Pharaoh's 
daughter had found him and wanted someone to come nurse him. 

They went and found Moses with Pharaoh's daughter, and she asked 
them, "Please help me and nurse this baby, and I will pay you for helping 
me."  (She didn't realize that this was actually Moses' mother). 

Later he became the son to Pharaoh's daughter, and that's when she 
named him Moses, which means she got him out of the water. 

Moses grew up in the palace of the Pharaoh and became like a son to 
him. As he got older, probably a little older than your parents, he was 



getting fed up with how his people were treated by Pharaoh.  They still 
had to work so hard all these years later. 

One day Moses saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his own 
people, and he became so upset that he killed the Egyptian.  After that 
Moses had to run away from Egypt because the Pharaoh found out what 
he'd done and was very angry with Moses. Moses felt like he no longer 
belonged in Pharaoh’s palace. He needed to find his own people. 

Moses ended up in a place called Midian.  He had stopped to rest by a 
well when seven sisters came by to give their father's sheep some water.  
In the middle of feeding the sheep some shepherds came by and started to 
become very rude. 

They pushed the women aside and told them to get out of the way, that 
they needed the water more than they did.  Moses saw all this and said to 
the shepherds, "These women were here first and they need the water just 
as badly as you do.  If you have a problem take it up with me, but leave 
them alone and wait your turn." 

The shepherds listened to Moses, and Moses stayed and helped feed the 
sheep for the sisters.  When the sisters got home their father asked them, 
"How did you get done so early today?"  They answered, "An Egyptian 
rescued us from some shepherds, and he even drew the water out of the 
well for us and watered the whole flock." 

"Please, go and get him and invite him for supper,"  the father said.  
When they found Moses, and had talked with him for a while, they 
realized he really wasn’t an Egptian and had no place to stay.  He ended 
up staying with them, and later married one of the sisters whose name 
was Zipporah.  Moses became a shepherd, and took care of many 
animals. 

As the years went by the Pharaoh in Egypt died, but the Hebrews were 
still slaves and they prayed to God for help.  God heard them and felt bad 
for them, He knew just what He was going to do next...(after all God had 
planned this all along). 

Now Moses was out looking after some sheep and after a while ended up 
near a mountain.  He was just talking to the sheep, like he always did 
when there was no one else to talk to, when he noticed a bush on fire.  
Moses sat and watched it for a while because something wasn't right.  
The bush was completely on fire, but it wasn't burning up the bush;  there 
was no smoke, just fire. 



Moses decided to get closer and take a better look.  As he approached the 
bush a voice came from the inside of it, "Moses!  Moses!"  Moses 
thought that this might be God, after all who else could speak from a 
bush that was on fire, but wasn't burning. 

Moses replied, "I am here."  He continued to walk closer to the bush but 
as he got closer God said to him, "Don't come any closer, take off your 
sandals because you are in the presence of God.  I am the God of your 
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." 

These were men that Moses had heard about from the stories his Hebrew 
mother had told him when he was very young.  He knew that God had 
done great things for these men, and He believed in God.  So when 
Moses heard God say these words he was afraid and covered his face 
with his cloak.  He thought that if he saw God's face he would die 
because God is so bright and powerful. 

Then God said to Moses, "I have seen all the pain my people have had to 
go through in Egypt.  I have heard their prayers and want to save them 
from their slavery.  I want to take them to another place where there is 
lots of good land.  So Moses, I am sending you to free the Israelites from 
Pharaoh." 

"Um, pardon me God but I think your talking to the wrong person.  This 
is just me Moses I'm just a regular guy, Pharaoh won't listen to me,"  
Moses said in disbelief. 

And God said, "I will be with you and will help you.  So go to the 
Israelites and tell them I have sent you and I have heard their prayers, and 
will send them to a better place.  Don't worry they will listen to you.  But 
be patient because Pharaoh won't listen until he sees many signs and is 
punished, but after that he will let you go." 

Moses still didn't think he was the right man for the job.  "God what if the 
Israelites don't believe me, what if they say, 'I think you're lying, God 
didn't talk to you.'" 

Then the Lord said to him, "Throw your staff on the ground."  Moses did 
as he was told and his staff became a snake right before his eyes.  Moses 
even jumped out of the way, the snake almost slithered right over his 
foot.  Then the Lord said, "Pick it up by the tail."  Moses quickly grabbed 
it by the tail and it turned from a limp snake, to his smooth wooden staff 
right in his hand. 



God continued to show Moses signs he could show the people so they 
would believe.  Moses would even be able to turn water into blood 
because God would do it for him.  Even after all these signs Moses still 
didn't think he could do it, and God was starting to get frustrated with his 
lack of trust.  Moses would be able to do anything with God's help. 

Finally God said to Moses, "I will send your brother Aaron, in fact he is 
already on his way to see you.  I will help both of you, and give you the 
words to say."  After that the bush stopped burning and God was gone. 

So Moses put his sandals back on and made sure to take his staff of God, 
and went to get his wife and children to go to free the Israelites. 

Wondering 
Questions after 
the story 

● I wonder what it must have been like for Moses to go from being a 
favored prince to an ordinary, lonely shepherd… 

● I wonder if you have ever experienced a time of change, or being 
lonely… 

● I wonder what went through Moses’ mind when he saw that burning 
bush! 

● I wonder what Moses thought when God spoke to him…. 
● I wonder how God speaks to us today…. 
● I wonder if God has ever spoken to one of you… 

 Activities 

Option 1: 
Cooking 

Option 1: Cooking 

 

Children will create edible Moses basket treats.  

Supplies List: 
Ingredients: For 18 "baskets": adjust recipe to fit your needs. 

● 6 large shredded wheat biscuits 

● 12 oz. semisweet chocolate 

● 1 chilled sugar cookie dough roll (for a non-bake option use small 
bear-shaped cookies) 

● Fruit Roll ups (assorted colors) 



Other Supplies: 

● Double boiler or microwave 

● Muffin pan 

● Paper muffin liners 

● teaspoon 

● Wooden spoon 

● Flour 

● Knife 

● Baking sheet 

● Toothpicks 

● Cutting board 

● Circle cookie cutter 

 

Process 

Roll out cookie dough 

1. Give each child a quarter-sized piece of cookie dough. Have 
them mold it into a baby shape (head and body). 

2. Place the babies on parchment lined baking pans and mark the 
children's names with pencil next to their cookie. 

3. Bake the babies according to package directions. Keep a close 
eye on them so they do not burn. 

4. While cookie babies are baking: 

● Break up the chocolate and place in bowl. 

● Melt the chocolate over a pan of water in a double boiler or in a 
microwave. 

● Shred the shredded wheat into small pieces and add to melted 
chocolate. 

● Stir and coat the wheat. 

● Place paper muffin cups in muffin pan, spoon mixture into each 
cup. 

● Use the back of a spoon to make an impression in the basket. 

● Let them harden in a cool place. 



● After taking the babies out of the oven, use toothpicks to make 
nose and eyes. Let the babies cool. 

● Roll out one color fruit roll up. Use a circle cookie cutter and cut 
out one per baby. 

● Wrap around baby from the back and use the upper portion for a 
shawl around the baby’s head. 

● Take a different color roll up and cut in 2” x 3” strips, one for each 
baby. 

● Wrap this around the baby from the front for a blanket. 

● Set the baby in the basket! 

● Take pictures of the finished product! 

● Eat and enjoy! 

Option 2: 
magical 
burning bush 
craft. 

 
 

 
 
Supplies needed: 
1 paper lunch bag 
A piece of black paper  
A tea light live flame or batter operated. 
 
Take a brown paper lunch bag and open it up (it’s starts simple and ends 
simple :)) Cut out an outline of a tree from some cardstock and glue it on 
the inside of the paper bag (in a pinch you can just use a permanent 
marker and draw a bush on the outside of the bag-this isn’t as special 
because it is really fun to look at the luminary without being lit and not 
see the tree, and then have the tree magically appear once it is dark and 
there is a candle in it.  Regardless, it is still fun to light the bush and 
watch it burn). 
 
This can also be done using a mason jar. 
Just cover the outside of the jar with small pieces of yellow tissue paper. 
Still glue the cut out of the tree on the inside of the jar. When dry light 
your tealight or use your battery operated tea light and the image will 
show through. 



 

Option 3 
Science 
experiment  

For Adults only. 
 
This science experiment can only be done by adults or with adult 
supervision. 
 
A Burning Bush 
  
For a science experiment for Moses' burning bush. You will need 
the following: 
2 glass jars, tongs, felt, water, lighter, cookie sheet & rubbing 
alcohol. 
Cut the felt into a "bush". Put water in one jar (enough to cover 
"bush") & alcohol in the other jar. Put the felt bush in the jar with 
the water until it's saturated. Using tongs, then dip the felt bush 
into the alcohol. Take out and light the bush over the cookie sheet. 
The fire will burn off the alcohol but not burn the felt. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 


