
Saint John’s Anglican Church, Ancaster 
 

Order of Service 

 

A Celebration of the Holy Eucharist 

with 

Spiritual Communion 

 
 Sunday, February 21, 2021  

                                              First Sunday of Lent

 

The Gathering of the Community 

       

Celebrant  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

     and the love of God, 

      and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

     be with you all. 
People            And also with you. 

 

Celebrant  Almighty God, 

All   to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 

   and from you no secrets are hidden. 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 

magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

The Collect of the Day 

 

Celebrant       Let us pray.    Silence is kept. 
             
Celebrant       Almighty God, 

All whose Son fasted forty days in the wilderness, and was tempted 

as we are but did not sin, give us grace to discipline ourselves in 

submission to your Spirit, that as you know our weakness, so we 

may know your power to save; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. Amen 

 

 

 



 

A Reading from the First Book of John 

 

      

Celebrant But if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have 

fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 

cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we 

deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our 

sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.                     1 John 1: 7-9 

 

Celebrant     The word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Homily/ 

Reflection     The Reverend Canon Joseph Asselin   

 

 

 

Confession and 

Absolution 

 

Celebrant    Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in       

mercy; God welcomes sinners and invites them to his table. Let 

us confess our sins confident in God’s forgiveness. 

 

                 Silence is kept. 
 
Celebrant    Most merciful God, 

All     we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,    

   word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we          

   have left undone.   

                  We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

                  we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  

                 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.   

                 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us    

   and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk   

   in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen. 

 

Celebrant    Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you 

from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 



People Amen. 

 

 

 

The Peace 

 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you 

People And also with you. 

 

 

Hymn # 175   Forty Days and Forty Nights       Tune: Heinlein ( Aus Der Tiefe) 
Sung by: Bill and Barbara Van Dyk, Ariel Rogers, Dan Prowse. 

Verses 1,3,5 

 

 

The Celebration of the Holy Eucharist 

 

The Prayer over the Gifts 

 

Celebrant       Let us pray.                   Silence is kept. 
 
Celebrant   God our refuge and our strength,  

All              receive all we offer you this day, and through the death and 

resurrection of your Son transform us to his likeness. We ask 

this in his name. Amen. 

 

 

The Great Thanksgiving                                                  Prayer 3 – Canada 

            

Celebrant   The Lord be with you.  

People       And also with you.  

 

Celebrant   Lift up your hearts.  

People   We lift them to the Lord.  

 

Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
Celebrant Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth, 

because you bid your faithful people to cleanse their hearts, and 

to prepare with joy for the paschal feast; that reborn through the 

waters of baptism and renewed in the Eucharistic mystery, we 

may be more fervent in prayer and more generous in the works 



of love. Therefore we raise our voices to you in praise to proclaim 

the glory of your name. ♪♪♪    

All   Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

     heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

     Hosanna in the highest.  

     Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

     Hosanna in the highest.  
 

Celebrant       We give thanks to you, Lord our God,  

     for the goodness and love  

     you have made known to us in creation;  

     in calling Israel to be your people;  

     in your Word spoken through the prophets;  

     and above all in the Word made flesh,  

     Jesus your Son.  

     For in these last days you sent him  

      to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

    to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world.  

     In him, you have delivered us from evil,  

     and made us worthy to stand before you.  

     In him, you have brought us  

     out of error into truth,  

     out of sin into righteousness,  

     out of death into life.  

  

     On the night he was handed over  

     to suffering and death,  

     a death he freely accepted,   

     our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;  

     and when he had given thanks to you,  

     he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,  

     and said, “Take, eat:  

     this is my body which is given for you.  

     Do this for the remembrance of me.” ♪ 
 

     After supper he took the cup of wine;  

     and when he had given thanks,  

     he gave it to them,  

     and said, “Drink this, all of you:  

     this is my blood of the new covenant,  

     which is shed for you and for many 

     for the forgiveness of sins.   

     Whenever you drink it,  

     do this for the remembrance of me.” ♪ 

 



     Therefore, Father, according to his command,  

All      we remember his death,  

     we proclaim his resurrection,  

     we await his coming in glory;  

 

Celebrant  and we offer our sacrifice  

     of praise and thanksgiving  

     to you, Lord of all;  

     presenting to you, from your creation,  

     this bread and this wine. 

 

     We pray you, gracious God,  

     to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts,  

     that they may be the sacrament 

     of the body of Christ 

     and his blood of the new covenant. 

       Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice,  

     that we, made acceptable in him,  

    may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

 

     In the fullness of time,  

     reconcile all things in Christ, 

      and make them new,  

     and bring us to that city of light  

     where you dwell with all your sons and daughters;  

     through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

     the firstborn of all creation,  

     the head of the Church,  

     and the author of our salvation;   

 

    by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  

     in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

     all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father,  

     now and for ever.  

All      Amen. 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   

 

Celebrant       And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to 

say, 

All     Our Father, who art in heaven,  

       hallowed be thy name, 

      thy kingdom come,  



      thy will be done,  

     on earth as it is in heaven. 

      Give us this day our daily bread. 

      And forgive us our trespasses, 

                        as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

      And lead us not into temptation, 

                       but deliver us from evil. 

      For thine is the kingdom,  

      the power, and the glory, 

      for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread   

 

Celebrant      We break this bread, 

All      Communion in Christ’s body once broken. 

 

Celebrant  Let your Church be the wheat which bears its fruit in dying. 

All If we have died with him, we shall live with him; if we hold firm, 

we shall reign with him.  

 

Invitation to Spiritual Communion 

 

Celebrant               Dear friends, I invite you in this moment, 

 wherever you may be, 

 to receive Christ, 

 in communion with the saints, 

and the gathering of God’s people, 

 unseen and yet present with us now. 

  

Celebrant We receive you Lord Jesus Christ, 

All we welcome your presence in us, 

 and together proclaim our love for you; 

 with our hearts, minds, our souls and our strength, 

with the saints we worship you, 

            with the angels we adore you, 

  with your whole Church we proclaim your reign. 

            Come to us, though many, and make us one in you. Amen. 

 

Celebrant  I invite you in the silence of your own hearts 

  to make you own act of communion with Christ.  

 

 

Hymn # 59    Jesus Calls Us Here to Meet Him                 Tune: Jesus Call Us 
Verse 1 



 

 
Prayers of Reception 

 

People Jesus, I believe that you are present with us in the sacrament of 

bread and wine. 

            I love you and I desire your presence afresh in my life. 

  Since I cannot now receive the bread and wine of the altar, 

 come spiritually into my heart. 

  I embrace you and unite myself to you; 

  never let me be separated from you.  

 

A Children’s Prayer of Reception 

 

People  Jesus, you remind us in bread and wine that you are near to us. 

Bring me nearer to you every day, and let me carry you in my 

heart, to share your love with the world you made. Amen. 

 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Celebrant   Let us pray.                Silence is kept. 

Celebrant    Faithful God,  

All in this holy bread you increase our faith and hope and love. Lead 

us in the path of Christ who is your Word of life. We ask this in 

his name. Amen. 

 

 
A Prayer for St. John’s Church        
 
Celebrant      Gracious God, 

All in Jesus you call humanity to reconciliation and wholeness. You 

call us to love you, to love one another, and to walk humbly with 

you.  May our ministries at St. John’s reflect your compassion 

and mercy, your wisdom and justice, your   generosity and 

welcome to all.  May all we say and do reflect your abundance 

and your grace.  Amen. 

 

 

 

A Blessing for Lent 

  

Celebrant  Look with compassion, O Lord, upon this your people; that, 

rightly observing this holy season of Lent, they may learn to 



know you more fully, and to serve you with a more perfect will; 

and the blessings of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the 

Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. 

All   Amen 

 

 

Dismissal 

 

Leader     Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People     Thanks be to God. 
 


