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Order of Service 
Reflections and Prayers of the People 

 Wednesday, February 17, 2021 
                    Ash Wednesday

 

The Gathering of the Community 

       

Celebrant  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

     and the love of God, 

      and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

     be with you all. 
People            And also with you. 

 
 

The Collect of the Day 

 

Celebrant       Let us pray.    Silence is kept. 
             
Celebrant       Almighty and everlasting God, 

All you despise nothing you have made and forgive the sins of all 

who are penitent. Create and make in us new and contrite 

hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging 

our brokenness, may obtain of you, the God of all mercy, perfect 

remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

Celebrant     A reading from Isaiah. 

 

Celebrant Shout out, do not hold back! 

Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 

Announce to my people their rebellion, 

to the house of Jacob their sins. 

Yet day after day they seek me 

and delight to know my ways, 

as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 

and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 

they ask of me righteous judgements, 

they delight to draw near to God. 

‘Why do we fast, but you do not see? 



Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?’ 

Look, you serve your own interest on your fast-day, 

and oppress all your workers. 

Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 

and to strike with a wicked fist. 

Such fasting as you do today 

will not make your voice heard on high. 

Is such the fast that I choose, 

a day to humble oneself? 

Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 

and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 

Will you call this a fast, 

a day acceptable to the LORD? 

 

Is not this the fast that I choose: 

to loose the bonds of injustice, 

to undo the thongs of the yoke, 

to let the oppressed go free, 

and to break every yoke? 

Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 

and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

when you see the naked, to cover them, 

and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 

Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 

and your healing shall spring up quickly; 

your vindicator shall go before you, 

the glory of the LORD shall be your rearguard. 

Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 

you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 

 

If you remove the yoke from among you, 

the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 

if you offer your food to the hungry 

and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 

then your light shall rise in the darkness 

and your gloom be like the noonday. 

The LORD will guide you continually, 

and satisfy your needs in parched places, 

and make your bones strong; 

and you shall be like a watered garden, 

like a spring of water, 

whose waters never fail. 

Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 

you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 



you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 

the restorer of streets to live in.                     Isaiah 58: 1-12 

 

 

Celebrant      The word of the Lord.      

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

Homily/ 

Reflection     The Reverend Canon Richard Dentinger 

 

Hymn # 175  Forty Days and Forty Nights        Tune: Heinlein (Aus Der Tiefe) 
Verses 1,3, 4, 5 

 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

 Celebrant     Let us pray.    Silence is kept. 
 

After his Baptism Jesus is led by the Spirit into the wilderness 

before returning to proclaim God’s kingdom. 

 
Celebrant  As we begin this season of Lent, let us move off into the desert to 

communicate with our God. 

 

Celebrant Lord God, we come with all our muddled priorities, and 

conflicting agendas, to be made whole as the Body of Christ; to 

renounce evil so as to be equipped to announce the kingdom of 

peace. 

 

Celebrant  With our God: 

All   all things are possible. 

 

Celebrant Lord God, we come with the world’s clamour ringing in our ears, 

with comfort zones beckoning us, but the pain of injustice 

refusing to be shut out. We come for the world’s healing, and for 

an end to all lying and deceit. 

 

Celebrant  With our God: 

All   all things are possible. 

 

Celebrant Lord God, we come with the demands of home, family, work and 

expectations warring in us for space and attention. We come on 

behalf of those too busy or exhausted to pray; that our daily lives 



may be washed in your peace, ordered in holiness and lit up 

with your joy. 

 

Celebrant  With our God: 

All   all things are possible. 

 

Celebrant Lord God, we come with the needs and sorrows, pain and 

suffering of our brothers and sisters all over the world, who are 

aching – physically, emotionally or spiritually; we come to ask 

your comfort and healing love. 

 

Celebrant  With our God: 

All   all things are possible. 

 

Celebrant Lord God, we come to realign our lives in the context of your 

eternity; and to commend to your love our own loved ones who 

have passed through earthly death to the life which has no 

ending. 

 

Celebrant  With our God: 

All   all things are possible. 

 

 

Celebrant  Lord God, we come with thankfulness for the gift of life, and for 

the call to holiness. Give us the grace to respond to your calling.  

 

Celebrant  Merciful Father, 

All accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus 

Christ.  Amen. 

 

 

 
The Lord’s Prayer   

 

Celebrant   And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to 

say, 

All              Our Father, who art in heaven,  

      hallowed be thy name, 

     thy kingdom come,  

     thy will be done,  

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

     Give us this day our daily bread. 

     And forgive us our trespasses, 

                       as we forgive those who trespass against us. 



            And lead us not into temptation, 

                       but deliver us from evil. 

    For thine is the kingdom,  

    the power, and the glory, 

     for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

A Blessing for Lent 

  

Celebrant  Look with compassion, O Lord, upon this your people; that, 

rightly observing this holy season of Lent, they may learn to 

know you more fully, and to serve you with a more perfect will; 

and the blessings of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the 

Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. 

All   Amen. 

   

Dismissal 

 

Leader     Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People     Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 


